
Minutes of Operation SPLASH Meeting 

Tuesday, June 5, 2018 

The meeting was called to order at 7:42PM. 

The Minutes of the May 1st meeting, prepared by Corresponding Secretary Pat Healy, were read by 

Recording Secretary Beverly Visconti. 

The Treasurer's Report, given by Treasurer Michael Hindley, covered the profit and loss for the month 

of April 2018:  Total Income -- $9,854.23;   Total Expenses -- $5,521.86; Net Profit -- $4,332.37 

And for the year-to-date finances from January 1 to April 30, 2018:                                                            

Total Income -- $42,341.71;   Total Expenses -- $40,019.00;   Net Profit -- $23,322.71. 

Senior Vice-President Skip Zawrotny reported that the weather this spring has negatively impacted the 

clean-ups, so it's been a slow start. BUT Earth Day was a great success and Operation SPLASH was given 

2 awards/Certificates of Appreciation---one from Town of Babylon, one from New York State. 

He announced that the new Long Beach boat is located at West Marine in Lido Beach to be available to 

clean up that area. And he asked that the new captains see Elisa Artusa for their cleanup schedule. 

Second Vice-President Stefanie Scherner Birnbaum announced that while she will still remain an active 

SPLASH member, she is stepping down from her role as VP. 

The Education Report was given by Education Chairman Devorah Crupar, who began with a brief 

history of the Operation SPLASH education program, especially for the benefit of the new members 

present. She pointed out that six schools have participated in the program, a total of 1390 students, just 

since April 1, this year.  She explained that the program is broadening to include a half dozen more 

school districts, and she welcomed members to participate, as well. 

Chapter Reports 

East Rockaway -- It was reported that after a slow start, East Rockaway is "moving along." 

Pres. Rob Weltner took the opportunity to describe recently taking the DEC to see the waters around 

East Rockaway, clearly showing the positive effects of the East Rockaway clean-ups. 

Freeport -- Clean-ups are going on, despite adverse conditions.                                                                     

Rob explained that big debris, such as large pieces of wood or styrofoam, should be disposed of only in 

the large 20-yard dumpster located behind the SPLASH shed, instead of the smaller dumpsters.                

Mike Hindley made a request that the Freeport boat be on the lookout for an abandoned floating dock.  

And a warning was made about finding containers of crank case oil or other such automobile fluids that 

should be handled differently by depositing them with marinas or gas stations or the Levy Preserve. 

Wantagh --Tom Hogan reported that 12 trips have been completed so far this season. 



Massapequa -- Angelo Meloro reported 10 trips so far and took a moment to alert other captains and 

crews of the following dangers: that poison ivy is a big threat this year and that some of the buoys in the 

area are not in the correct position.                                                                                                                                

Rob added a warning to all captains and crews regarding ticks: Use DEET, wear proper cover-up clothing 

and use the grabbers to avoid going into the tall grass. This is the height of the tick season. 

Babylon -- Capt. Paul San Paolo reported that May's clean-ups have been slow. Rob announced that 

SPLASH members have been invited by the Hemstock group to participate in the Hemlock Cove clean-

up.  June 24 is the date of pre-party; July 21 is the clean-up event; July 22 is the date of the after-party. 

Those interested in participating should contact Rob. Capt. San Paolo reported that last year's Hemstock 

event at the Hemlock Creek was a tremendous success. 

President's Report  Pres. Rob Weltner spoke about several issues. 

1. Rob met with Nassau County representatives to discuss issues concerning the diversion pipeline along 

Sunrise Highway. Satisfied that the pipeline would cause no problems, such as odors, the county issued 

Requests For Proposals (RFPs). In other words, the project is moving forward. 

2. This is the Dredging Issue: The bay is getting shallow. The marshes are caving in. And the DEC has 

strict regulations regarding dredging. So this is a problem being confronted by the Town of Hempstead 

and the DEC that still needs a workable solution. 

3. Operation SPLASH has been lobbying with the Nature Conservancy to promote legislation to protect 

menhaden (bunker) fish in our area. Last fall, legislators voted to maintain quotas on bunker fishing to 

limit what could be taken by commercial fishermen in the Chesapeake Bay.  The antagonist commercial 

interests affected by that legislation are now threatening to start pursing for bunker in our own area.  

The bill intended to curb those efforts is stuck right now.  We'll have to keep an eye on that issue and be 

ready to answer a call for help.  

4. New York State Senator Kemp Hannon has introduced a bill to cut the amount of nitrogen in lawn 

fertilizer by 50% in order to prevent its negative effect on marshland and marine life. Lawn product 

companies, such as Scotts and Vigaro, are fighting this move. Members of SPLASH are asked to call Sen. 

Hannon at (518) 455-2200 to say, "I support Sen. Hannon's fertilizer bill." This call must be made as soon 

as possible because Albany goes on recess June 20. 

New Business 

1. Francis Berberich reported on a clean-up outing he organized in May, involving seven Nassau 

Community College students, along with Capts. Jim Hackett and Rob Weltner. Their objective was the 

trash by the Meadowbrook Pkwy overpass. Capt. Hackett reported that the student group did a 

tremendous job, collecting six bags of trash in just hours. 

2. Carol Schneider was introduced as the new boat clean-up record keeper, an important position that 

provides the data not only for our records, but for providing input for marine studies and influencing 

legislation. 



3.  Michael Hindley presented the new by-law amendments.  And they were accepted.                                   

The changes are as follows:  [removed by author] 

4.  The 50/50 raffle total came to $200.  The winner of $100 was Jim Hackett. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:55. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Beverly Visconti, Recording Secretary 

 

 


